ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A
FIFTH GRADER
. . . About Prayer?

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock the door will be opened
to you.” Matthew 7:7

WHY IS THERE UNANSWERED PRAYER?

1. IF THE REQUEST IS WRONG, GOD SAYS

“When you ask, you do not receive, because
you ask with wrong motives, that you may
spend what you get on your pleasures.” James
4.3

James and John — 10:35-40, John 9:54

Ask Basic Questions

Will It Bring ?
Will It Advance ?
Will It Help ?
Will It Help ?

“We do not know what we ought to pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us. . ..”
Romans 8.26

2. IF THE TIMING IS WRONG, GOD SAYS

“When [Jesus] heard Lazarus was sick, he stayed
where he was two more days.” John 11:6
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Many people “put their faith in him.”
John 11:45
Sometimes God Delays.....
C

D

S

3. IFI AM WRONG GOD SAYS

“Your iniquities have separated you from God;
your sins have hidden his face from you, so that
He will not hear.” Isaiah 59:24.

4. IF THE REQUEST IS RIGHT, THE TIMING
IS RIGHT, AND | AM RIGHT, GOD SAYS

“. .. how much more will your Father in heaven
give good gifts to those who ask him!”

“. . .they should always pray and not give up.”
Luke 18:1

“Will not God bring about justice for his chosen
ones . . . | tell you, he will see that they get
justice, and quickly.” Luke 18:7, 8

*Too Busy Not To Pray, Bill Hybels
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